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EV Realty Inc., an electric vehicle infrastructure development platform powering commercial fleets, has formed a joint venture with GreenPoint Partners to drive the rapid buildout of $200 million of EV Realty’s Powered Properties, high-powered charging hubs for medium- and heavy-duty commercial fleet EVs across California and other strategic U.S. markets.




This JV leverages EV Realty’s proprietary technology and GreenPoint’s real estate investment expertise to identify and acquire optimal real estate and develop Powered Properties in key logistics markets across California. EV Realty will operate and manage each location, delivering critical charging services to commercial fleets.




The EV Realty team possesses a strong track record of delivering complex energy and infrastructure projects over the past two decades, including the installation of 70 Supercharger hubs and more than 7,000 EV chargers across California in the past five years at predecessor companies including Tesla and PG&E. The company’s real estate-centric approach addresses key barriers for stakeholders seeking large commercial fleet electrification solutions:




Fleet operators will have access to grid-optimized, large-scale EV charging hubs located strategically near fleet operation centers, and will enjoy dedicated charging access, reduced costs and accelerated charging infrastructure implementation.




California policymakers will be supported in rapidly and efficiently scaling charging infrastructure to decarbonize commercial fleets across the state and improve local air quality. EV Realty’s Powered Properties directly support the state’s climate and transportation goals, as California estimates 500,000-plus medium- and heavy-duty EVs will be in service by 2035.




“With a shared vision for the property type and deep understanding of commercial real estate markets, GreenPoint and our team structured a partnership that enables us to be a competitive, but realistic, market buyer of quality infill industrial and commercial real estate,” says Patrick Sullivan, co-founder and CEO of EV Realty. “Leveraging our infrastructure development and grid expertise, we are focused on a grid-first strategy to acquire property that unlocks access to large amounts of power — a critical barrier to electrifying large commercial fleets at scale.”




By securing strategic properties with access to significant grid capacity necessary to power commercial EV fleets, Powered Properties represent the opportunity to invest in critical precursors for building out national charging infrastructure. The joint venture stands to increase EV Realty’s portfolio of charging projects throughout California, including current projects in Oakland, Livermore and San Bernardino.




“This partnership brings together two organizations with a shared conviction and commitment to enabling the long-term electrification of the economy in the U.S. and around the world,” says Chris Green, founder and CEO of GreenPoint. “While California continues to stand out as the fastest adopter of EV technology in the U.S., there is a clear and significant need for the EV charging infrastructure required to meet growing commercial demand.




“The combination of our industrial real estate expertise with EV Realty’s proprietary Powered Properties structure will create a scalable solution for large fleets,” adds Green, “and we see tremendous opportunity to build a portfolio of high-powered charging assets that can deliver for fleet customers in California, while also serving as a roadmap for ambitious commercial vehicle charging projects across the country.”
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Downstream energy provider Phillips 66 has achieved a major milestone in its conversion of its San Francisco refinery into the Rodeo Renewable Energy Complex, expanding commercial scale production of renewable diesel.




The Rodeo project has progressed, with the facility now processing only renewable feedstocks and producing approximately 30,000 barrels per day of renewable diesel. The Rodeo Renewable Energy Complex is on track to increase production rates to more than 800 million gallons per year (50,000 barrels per day) of renewable fuels by the end of the second quarter of 2024, positioning Phillips 66 as a leader in renewable fuels.




“We are proud to announce this significant achievement at our Rodeo facility,” says Rich Harbison, Phillips 66 executive vice president of Refining. “The project advances Phillips 66’s long-held strategy to expand our renewable fuels production, lower our carbon footprint, and provide reliable, affordable energy while creating long-term value for our shareholders.




“We’ve had strong execution to-date and are fully focused on finalizing the project in the second quarter,” adds Harbison.




The Rodeo project design also provides the capability of producing renewable jet, a key component of sustainable aviation fuel (SAF), expected to start production in the second quarter of 2024.




Phillips 66 made a final investment decision to move forward with the Rodeo project in 2022, transforming the San Francisco refinery into one of the world’s largest renewable fuels facilities. As a world-class supplier of renewable fuels, the converted facility leverages a premium geographic location, unique processing infrastructure and flexible logistics to significantly reduce lifecycle carbon emissions.
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CMA CGM Group has joined Renault Group and Volvo Group as a founding member of Flexis SAS, a joint venture for the next generation of electric vans.




Through its PULSE energy fund, CMA CGM Group has acquired a 10% stake in Flexis SAS and will invest up to 120 million euros by 2026. Renault Group and Volvo Group each will hold 45% equity stakes and are planning to invest 300 million euros each over the course of the next three years.




Philippe Divry has been appointed CEO of the new company, and Krishnan Sundararajan will serve as chief operations officer. Flexis SAS will be based in France, and the all-electric vans based on a connected electronic platform will be produced in Renault Group’s Sandouville plant, which will recruit 550 people over the next four years.




New expectations for electrified vans are emerging as professional customers are facing increasing pressure from climate change and CO2 regulations, while e-commerce and logistics are booming. The European market for electrified vans is expected to grow by 40% per year on average until 2030.




Volvo Group, Renault Group and CMA CGM Group are creating Flexis SAS to address the decarbonization of transport and logistics sectors. The three companies are known for leadership in specific areas:




• Renault Group — Electric vehicles and software, as well as light commercial vehicle (LCV) manufacturing.




• Volvo Group — Transport solutions with expertise in tailored services, uptime and productivity.




• CMA CGM — Logistics, notably for the automotive industry, and as a pioneer in the decarbonization of supply chain.




The vehicles will be built on a new fully electric LCV skateboard platform that will offer high modularity for different body types at a competitive cost. Adopting the connected electronic platform, the vehicle will onboard new capabilities to monitor users’ delivery activity and business performance, reducing up to 30% the global cost of usage for logistic players.




These connected services will enable customers to benefit from up-to-date vehicles during their whole lifecycle. The van itself will offer outstanding urban mobility and high versatility for tailor-made solutions with different battery capacities, as well as the first 800-volt architecture on the market for LCVs.
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Austin, Texas-based fleet electrification solutions company Gage Zero LLC and developer Hillwood plan to develop Texas’ first public commercial EV charging facility, catering to trucks and last-mile fleets. Nestled within the 27,000-acre master-planned, mixed-use development of AllianceTexas, this project is a significant leap forward in sustainable infrastructure.




The EV fleet charging hub marks Hillwood’s commitment to future-focused development, addressing both current transportation needs and tomorrow’s resiliency challenges.




AllianceTexas is a global logistics hub consisting of the AllianceTexas Mobility Innovation Zone (MIZ); BNSF Alliance Intermodal Facility, one of the largest intermodal hubs in the U.S.; Perot Field Fort Worth Alliance Airport; and direct access to Interstate 35 West and State Highway 170.




“This groundbreaking initiative exemplifies our unwavering commitment to advancing sustainable infrastructure solutions that prioritize our customers’ needs,” says Russell Laughlin, executive vice president of Hillwood.




“Through the deployment of innovative technologies, we expect to significantly enhance transportation efficiency, particularly in the crucial first- and last-mile segments of the logistics supply chain,” adds Laughlin. “Our vision is to enhance AllianceTexas’ forward-thinking infrastructure ecosystem, further empowering businesses to thrive while enabling them to take steps toward meeting tomorrow’s supply chain resiliency and reliability challenges.”




The Gage Zero team, led by founder and CEO Zeina El-Azzi, has $10 billion in combined experience deploying utility-scale clean energy projects worldwide. The company will develop, own and operate the AllianceTexas EV charging hub as part of its network of sites planned throughout the U.S.




“Hillwood is exactly the type of collaborator Gage Zero wants to work with to fulfill our mission,” says El-Azzi. “As innovators and leaders in our industries, together we can solve the complexity of both land development and electrification for medium- and heavy-duty vehicles in a convenient location for fleet customers. Projects like this serve as a blueprint for how fleets across the country can partner with land and clean energy developers to reduce their carbon footprint and meet sustainability goals.”




In 2023, Gage Zero announced a commitment of $300 million from ARC Financial Corp. to develop charging infrastructure sites for medium- and heavy-duty (M/HD) electric fleets because of the scale of impact these vehicles have on the environment.




According to the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, though they make up less than 5% of vehicles on the road in the United States, M/HD fleets account for almost 25% of the transportation sector’s emissions, with most of that impact on local communities where those trucks operate.
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Electric vehicle charging network EPassport and community management services supplier Associa have partnered to provide next-generation EV charging stations at Associa-managed communities throughout the U.S. Under the agreement, Associa will implement EVPassport’s infrastructure-as-a-service (IaaS) platform across its national portfolio of managed communities, delivering a reliable, frictionless charging experience to over five million residents.




“Both EVPassport and Associa aim to provide innovative turnkey solutions that make people’s lives easier and encourage sustainable living,” says Hooman Shahidi, co-founder and CEO of EVPassport. “Our partnership with Associa helps close the demand gap for reliable EV charging and reaffirms our commitment to continued innovation — specifically in the areas of customer service and engagement. This is an exciting opportunity for EVPassport as we move into our next phase of growth and build the most reliable and easy-to-use charging network.”




With the new partnership, Associa-managed communities will have access to EVPassport’s hardware, cloud-based software and connected infrastructure technology through the IaaS platform. Demand for reliable, easy-to-use EV charging has surged in recent years amid record-setting EV sales. With EVPassport, Associa-managed communities and their residents benefit from an end-to-end solution that prioritizes the customer experience through high reliability and a frictionless, app-less charging experience.




“Investing in EV charging is becoming a necessity for communities that are committed to upholding their property values, increasing their marketability and perpetuating sustainability,” says Jason Salmonson, senior vice president, Integrated Services at Associa. “We proudly welcome EVPassport to our roster of world-class partners, furthering our commitment to bringing industry-leading technology solutions to our communities. We selected the EVPassport IaaS platform for its ability to provide an easy-to-use charging experience for our communities while delivering great economic value that helps advance community engagement while aligning with our ESG initiatives.”




EVPassport provides an end-to-end EV charging solution for managed communities and properties that helps increase occupancy, strengthen tenant satisfaction and retention, and improve charging equity. The company uses a business model that allows for charging infrastructure to be installed under an IaaS model that provides the lowest cost of entry and a lucrative revenue share model to deliver managed communities with the fastest ROI.




Since EVPassport’s inception in 2020, the company has scaled its network to 35 states, Canada and Mexico. It has deployed thousands of chargers while delivering 99.97% uptime. This news comes on the heels of EVPassport raising $200 million to support the rapid growth of its IaaS platform.
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A milestone event in the 5,000 Hydrogen Vehicle Challenge, Blackjacks Roadhouse in Nisku, Alberta, Canada, has announced Alberta’s first commercial hydrogen fueling station.




This project is the beginning of an expanded hydrogen fueling network across western Canada, which solves the hydrogen economy’s “chicken or the egg” dilemma — enabling fueling infrastructure to keep pace with demand.




Supported by PrairiesCan, the project is made possible by collaboration from stakeholders including the Alberta Motor Transport Association; Nikola Motor Canada Inc., a subsidiary of Nikola Corporation; Suncor; Leduc County; Emissions Reduction Alberta; and Blackjacks Roadhouse. It demonstrates the collective efforts from across the Edmonton region and beyond to accelerate the hydrogen economy. The Edmonton region is moving aggressively to take advantage of the hydrogen opportunity for Canada.




The HYLA fueling station, representing Nikola’s energy brand, will be situated along Highway 2 in Leduc County, Alberta. Highway 2 is a vital transportation corridor linking Alberta’s two largest urban centers — the Edmonton region and Calgary. This station will play a key role in decarbonizing one of western Canada’s busiest highways, with approximately 96,000 vehicles passing by Blackjacks Roadhouse daily. Moreover, it will help meet fueling needs of Nikola hydrogen fuel cell electric vehicles destined for the Canadian market and ensure a seamless and reliable refueling experience for hydrogen-powered vehicles in the Edmonton region. 




The ultimate goal of the 5,000 Hydrogen Vehicle Challenge is to get 5,000 hydrogen-powered or dual-fuel-hydrogen vehicles on the roads in western Canada by 2028. Investments in fueling infrastructure and supporting technology are a big part of reaching that goal and achieving the critical mass of vehicles needed to sustainably transition the commercial transportation sector to hydrogen. 




Clarence Shields, owner and operator of the racing- and trucker-themed pub/gameroom Blackjacks Roadhouse, is making substantial investments in the project, underscoring his belief that hydrogen is Alberta’s future, and demonstrating the impact private industry can have on accelerating the hydrogen economy. 




The HYLA modular fueler uses a 700-bar pressure-fill system — allowing hydrogen fuel supplied by Suncor to be compressed into smaller volumes and dispensed into onboard storage for long-range vehicles including trucks, buses and cars. As demand for hydrogen grows, the goal is to replace the modular fueler with a permanent facility and relocate it to expand the HYLA fueling network across Alberta. 




As Alberta remains the leading producer of hydrogen in Canada, initiatives like these reinforce the role hydrogen will play in achieving Canada’s net-zero goals by 2050, particularly in difficult-to-decarbonize sectors such as heavy-duty trucking.




“Hydrogen is an important part of our future energy needs, and Alberta is a keen partner in developing the technology and regulations needed to move hydrogen forward,” says Alberta’s Premier Danielle Smith. “It’s very exciting to see Alberta’s first commercial hydrogen fueling station, and I look forward to watching further development and expansion of hydrogen use in the years to come.”




“This is a groundbreaking step toward a hydrogen-powered future and is a testament to the collaborative spirit driving sustainable innovation in Alberta,” adds Ole Hoefelmann, president of Energy at Nikola. “As Nikola Corporation joins hands with such visionary partners, we celebrate the launch of the first commercial hydrogen refueling station on Alberta’s bustling Highway 2. This initiative will look to propel western Canada toward a cleaner, hydrogen-driven transportation sector. Together, we are fueling the momentum for a more resilient and sustainable tomorrow.”




 Visit 5000hydrogen.ca to stay up to date and learn how to participate in the Challenge.
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